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THE TRIADS— No. XII. 



TRIADS OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN*. 

LV. The three Fatal Counsels of the Isle of Britain: permit- 
ting lul Caisar [Julius Csesar] and the men of Rome to have 
place for the point of the hoofs of their horses in the cove of 
Min y Glas, in the Isle of Daned [Thanet] ; so that th.erefrom 
the Caisairians [Romans] got the opportunity to subdue the Isle 
of Britain, and to connect themselves with the treachery of Avar- 
wy, the son of Lludd : that is to say, such permission was given 
to the Caisairians, because the nation of the Cymry deemed it 
trifling to defend their country otherwise than through the might 
of arms, bravery, and courage of the country, where there was 
not the least idea of the treasonable plotting of Avarwy ab Lludd 
with the men of Rome. The second fatal counsel was the letting 
of Hors and Hengist and Rhonwen to come into the Isle of Britain, 
after they had been driven over sea to the country, from whence 
they originated. The third was the suffering of Arthur to divide 
his men with Medrawd three times, in the battle of Camlan ; 
and from that Arthur lost the field and his life, where Medrawd 
was one with the Saxons. 

[In the first and second series of Triads, Arch, of Wales, vol. 
ii. p. 12, the foregoing Triad is thus : The Three Fatal Counsels 
of the Isle of Britain : giving to lul Caisar and the men of Rome 
place for the fore-hoofs of their horses on the land in Pwyth 
Meinlas, or the Narrow Green Cove; the second, suffering Hors 
and Hengys and Rhonwen [White-Skirt] into this island ; and the 
third, Arthur dividing his men three times with Medrawd, in 

• Arch.ofWal«s,vol.ii.p.66.Tr.51-58. 
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Camlan. The events, recorded ia this Triad, have already been 
noticed and explained in the CAMBito-BniTo.v. See Vol. i. pp. 
171 and 201.] 

lvi. The three Dear Slaughters of the Isle of Britain : the 
first, when Medrawd went to Celliwig, he left neither victuals 
nor drink in the court, that would feed a fly, but consumed and 
wasted it all, and he pulled Gwenhwyvar from her throne, and 
committed incontinence with her. The second was, when Arthur 
went to the court of Medrawd, and there he left nor victuals nor 
drink that he did not destroy, and he slew every living thing in 
the country, both man and beast. The third, when Aeddan the 
Treacherous went to the court of Rhydderch the Generous, he 
destroyed all the victuals and drink in the court, leaving not so 
much as would feed a fly, and he left neither man or beast alive, 
but destroyed the whole. And these are called the three Dear 
Slaughters, because the nation of the Cymry were compelled, ac- 
cording to law and usage, to answer and give compensation for 
what was done in that irregular, and unusual, and unlawful way. 
[The explanation at the end of this Triad is not in the first or 
second series. Nothing is said in the first series about the incon- 
tinence of Medrawd ; but in the second it is said that he gave 
the queen a slap, or blow. In the first series the court of Rhyd- 
derch the Generous is said to be Alclud, the present Dunbarton, 
on the Clyde. The events, here commemorated, have already 
appeared in the foregoing pages, under different denominations. 
Of Medrawd there are several notices ; Aeddan is recorded in 
vol. 1. p. 441, as one of the three Arrant Traitors of Britain, as 
is Rhydderch, in page 249, as one of her three Generous Princes. 
The compensations for murder, alluded to at the close of this 
Triad, -were different, according to the different degrees of the 
kindred claiming, and other circumstances, which are particu- 
larised in the Laws of Hywel. An English translation of this 
part of them may be seen in the second volume of the Cambrian 
Register, p. 337, &c] 

lvii. The three Closures and Disclosures of the Isle of Bri- 
tain : first, the Head of Bran the Blessed, the son of Llyr, which 
was hidden by Owain, the son of Maxen Wledig, in the White 
Hill, in London ; and, whilst it remained in that state, no molesta- 
tion would come to this island, The second was the Bones of 
Gwrthevyr the Blessed, which were buried in the principal ports 
of the island; and, whilst they remained in their concealment, no 
molestation could come to this island. The third was the Dra- 
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gons, which were concealed by Lludd, the son of Beli, in the for- 
tress of Pharaon, in the rocks of Eryri. And these three con- 
cealments were placed under the protection of God and his attri- 
butes, so that disgrace should befal the hour and the person, that 
should disclose them. Gwrtheyrn Gwrthenau revealed the dra- 
gons, in revenge for the displeasure of the Cymry towards him, 
and he invited the Saxons, under the semblance of auxiliaries, 
to fight against the Gwyddelian Ficliti ; and, after that, he re- 
vealed the bones of Gwerthevyr the Blessed, out of love for Rhon- 
wen, the daughter of Hengist, the Saxon ; and Arthur revealed 
the head of Bran the Blessed, the son of Llyr, as he scorned to 
keep the island except by his own might. And, after the three 
disclosures, molestation got the better of the nation of the Cymry. 
[The first and second series agree with the above Triad, as to 
the three events. Neither of them names the person, that buried 
the head of Bran. In the first series it is said, that Gwrtheyrn re- 
vealed the bones of Gwrthevyr the Blessed, his son, out of love 
for Rhonwen, his wife. — The circumstances, here related respect- 
ing the head of Bran, may be found fully detailed in the last 
number of the Cambuo-BriTox, p. 31, where they are described 
as forming the subject of one of the Mabinogion, or Welsh Juve- 
nile Tales. The other two events, which make up this Triad, 
appear to be of the same nature. Notices of Lludd and Gwrtheyrn 
may be found in the first volume of this work; and the singular 
events, with which their names are here connected, are too ex- 
plicitly detailed to require any farther explanation.] 



TRIADS OF WISDOM *. 

xct. By three things shall a person be quickly known : by 
what he likes, by what he likes not, and by such as likes and 
dislikes him. 

xcii. The three characteristics of godliness : to do justice, to 
love mercy, and to behave humbly. 

xciii. The three fears of a man : a fearing to displease God, a 
fearing to do violence and an uncharitable act, and the fearing of 
a misconduct in his principles. 

xciv. The three fears of one that is not a manf : the fearing 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. iii. p. 21 1 . 

t The original is ar.nr, for which there is no English word. 
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of a man (person) , the fearing of a devil, and a fearing of po- 
verty. 

xcv. Three things that make a man : courage, equity, and 
kindness. 

xcvi. Three things of short continuance : astonishment, vain, 
glory, and the beauty of youth. 

xcvii. Three things that are not easily comprehended : the 
principles of art and science, the turn of genius and disposition, 
and the limits of wisdom ; for there is not seen, and there cannot 
be perceived a trace of the length and breadth, and the depth, 
and height of these things. 

xcvm. Three things that produce correctness : bodily power, 
expertness of art, and a willing genius. 

xcix. Three things not easily, and yet which ought, to be 
brought under rule and order: respect, mirth, and custom. 

6. Three things that are not seemly (beautiful) without being 
under rule and order : grandeur, bravery, and learning. 

COLLECTANEA. 

— i *m ■ — 
ANT1QU1TATES PAROCHIALES. 



To the Editor of the Cambro-Briton. 
Sir, — As there aTe only three or four copies, (as far as I have 
been able to ascertain,) now extant, of the Antiquitates Parochiales 
of the Commot of Menai, in the Island of Anglesey, by the Rev. 
Henry Rowlands, author of Mona Antiqua* ; and, as it is written in 
Latin, a language understood only by scholars, I have thought a 
translation of it would probably be acceptable to many of the 
readers of the Cambro-Briton. P. B. W. 

" As the transactions of past ages are generally soon for- 
gotten, except some effectual means be taken to perpetuate 

* The -work, here alluded to, is one of considerable value for the antiqua- 
rian erudition in which it abounds; but it is at least questionable, whether 
the learned author was justified in fixing upon Mona as the metropolitan seat 
of the Druids. This, in ancient times, was most probably Abury, of which a 
short account was given in rhe first volume (p. 468), wherein, it should be 
mentioned, Abury was erroneously stated to be in Somersetshire, instead of 
Wiltshire. The Antiquitates Parochial**, of which the first part is here trans- 
lated, exists only in MS., and there are, as stated by V. B. W., but very fe w 
copies extant, three of which are at Bodorgan, Plasgwyn, and Treffoa. The 
Rev. Henry Rowlands, died in 1722.— Ed. 



